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Letters from the Partners
Welcome to the inaugural Maryland Arts Summit. Within the Summit you will find an incredible selection of talented
and dedicated presenters who are working on behalf of the Maryland arts sector - helping to make our communities
vibrant and beautifully creative. Maryland Citizens for the Arts (MCA) is honored to present this event
in partnership with MSAC, MSDE and AEMS. MCA is dedicated to utilizing the arts as a powerful advocacy vehicle, and
we thank you for lending your voices to this year's Summit as we look towards continuing the tradition of strong arts
advocacy in Maryland for many years to come!
Maryland Citizens for the Arts

AEMS is thrilled to have its annual fine arts education and advocacy conference serve as the pre-conference to the first
ever Maryland Arts Summit! Since its founding in 1992, Arts Education in Maryland Schools (AEMS) has been a seminal
force in ensuring that all of Maryland's public school children have consistent and equitable access to arts education. At
this conference, we invite you to join in our mission by learning about inclusivity, cultural competence, community
partnerships, advocacy and student voice in arts education; celebrating leaders in arts education; and engaging with
new resources and ideas. Thank you for your dedication to ensuring that all students in Maryland can learn and achieve
in and through dance, media arts, music, theatre, and visual arts.
Arts Education in Maryland Schools

Welcome to the 1st Annual Maryland Arts Summit! We hope that you will find the conference to be both reflective of
the incredible work being done in communities throughout Maryland and aspirational towards all of the work there is
yet to do! May the ideas and connections we find together at the 2019 Summit fuel our robust arts ecosystem for
another year of discovery and connection. Go well!
Fine Arts Office of the Maryland State Department of Education

The Maryland State Arts Council hopes that you find the Maryland Arts Summit as inspirational, rejuvenating, and
elevating! Find a session to deepen your creative understandings. Network to build the collaborative spirit. Celebrate
artists from across the great state of Maryland during the Heritage Awards and Individual Artist Awards. The goal of the
Summit is to offer impactful experiences to expand creativity across the state. Enjoy!
Maryland State Arts Council
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Maryland Arts Summit Presenters
Accokeek Academy
Arts Integration at Accokeek Academy

Dr. Judy N. Adams, is the Principal of Accokeek Academy.
Dr. Gillian G. Richards is the Arts Integration Lead Teacher and Vocal Music Teacher. She has been in Education for 26
years. Dr. Richards believes that “arts integration allows students to be innovators of their own boxes, of which they can
continuously think outside of.”
Mrs. Yolonda Body, an 8th grade Reading Teacher believes that “art brings every subject to life.” She has been in
education for 18 years.
Media Specialist, Mrs. Juanita Smallwood, has 16 years vested in the field of education. To her, “art has the power to
transform, educate, inspire, and motivate.”
Ms. Kaylee Stoneham, a K-4 Visual Art Teacher, shares the belief of Shirley Trusty Corey. “The arts must be considered
an essential element of education...They are the tools for living reflectively, joyfully, and with the ability to shape the
future.” Ms. Stoneham has been in education for 7 years.
25 year education veteran Mrs. Heather Messick is a Kindergarten Teacher. Mrs. Messick’s philosophy is that “Arts
Integration engages students in a way that pencil and paper tasks do not. It challenges them to find a deeper
understanding, while developing problem solving skills and perseverance.”
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Dr. Judy N. Adams
See Accokeek Academy

Khadija Adell
Making Space for Critical Connections: Lessons from the Baltimore Artists Retreat

Khadija N. Adell serves as the Program Manager at the Robert W. Deutsch Foundation. She is a curator, arts
administrator, equitable education advocate, and multimedia artist whose work utilizes sculpture/textiles, digital media,
performance, text and collage to explore the fractal narratives of the African Diaspora. She received her BFA in
Interdisciplinary Sculpture and Art History from MICA in 2015 and is a former UALP Arts Fellow with the Mayor’s Office
of Baltimore City--where she curated the exhibition With These Hands: Artifacts of the Enslaved People at Mount Clare.
In 2017 Khadija served as the inaugural Program Coordinator for the North Avenue Knowledge Exchange- an NEA funded
community based free education program.
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Kibibi Ajanku
Moving the Equity Conversation Forward

Kibibi Ajanku’s passion for art was nurtured in Baltimore, and commenced as a journey originating with the study of
movement, as well as training in performing and visual arts, deepening into an exploration, execution, and profound
passion for ethnically charged art forms. Ajanku believes when presented properly, art is a perfect vehicle in forward
motion to greater global community intercultural awareness. As a result, she is continuously involved in programming
that expands awareness, builds insight, and connects people. As a senior staff member of the Greater Baltimore Cultural
Alliance, her primary responsibility is the management of the Urban Arts Leadership Fellowship initiative that offers a
tangible step to creating and widening the arts sector administrative pipeline for a diverse pool of emerging arts
trailblazers. Ajanku matriculated at Morgan State University, holds a Maryland Institute College of Art Curatorial Practice
MFA, and is an Urban Arts Professor at Coppin State University.

Khadijah Z. Ali-Coleman
Creative Placemaking in Non-traditional Art Spaces
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Khadijah Z. Ali-Coleman is a multi-media strategist and professional creative who has built an expansive interdisciplinary
career as a professional in higher education, media, student development and the arts. She is a spoken word artist,
playwright, filmmaker, singer, editor of three literary book anthologies, a Maryland State Arts Council Individual Artist
awardee and a founder of Liberated Muse Arts Group and StudentMediaOnline.com. She has implemented the practice
of creative placemaking through her organization Liberated Muse with the tagline “Transforming Places into Arts
Places”. For almost ten years, she has served as teaching faculty at colleges and universities in the Mid-Atlantic region,
including Community College of Baltimore County, Prince George's Community College and Morgan State University.

Evie Altman
See ArtWatch

Erin Anderson
See Believe in Music

Kwame Ansah-Brew
See Artivate

Artivate
Art Instruction and the Department of Juvenile Services

Claire Schwadron, Senior Director Project Youth ArtReach, of Artivate, since 2003, is a national leader, innovator, and
presenter in arts-in-criminal justice. She has grown PYA from an occasional residency at one site to over 350 programs
annually at multiple sites in Maryland. In 2015, she served on a panel at The White House convening on “Arts &
Innovation: Prison Reform & Reentry in the 21st Century.” Schwadron taught as a “Master Artist” at the 2017 national
conference, "Arts in Corrections: Building Bridges to the Future" in Los Angeles. Also in 2017, she served on a panel at
Georgetown University on “Music in Prisons.” She received the 2012 Montgomery County Executive’s Arts & Humanities
Award for Excellence in Education. Her paper, Cultural Diversity in Arts in Corrections, was shared at the national
Community Arts Convening in Monterey, CA (2009). Schwadron has a BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago
and taught art in Chicago and Washington, D.C., high schools prior to joining Artivate in 2000 (formerly Class Acts Arts).
Antoinette McLeod, Executive Director of Residential Operations, Maryland Department of Juvenile Services (DJS), is
currently responsible for oversight of seven state owned and operated residential facilities for youth who are detained
pending adjudication and placement, or committed by the court to the custody of the DJS. She ensures safe custody and
general welfare of youth is maintained; appropriate services and quality programs are provided, and overall operations
are in compliance with laws, regulations, and state and departmental policies and procedures; she responds to/manages
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crisis situations that may jeopardize public, staff or youth safety, while serving as the first point of contact for
notification of critical incidents within the Operations Division. She oversees a budget of approximately $35.7MM.
McLeod served as superintendent of several DJS youth facilities from 2007 – January 2019, where she had oversight of
arts programs provided by Artivate.
Kwame Ansah-Brew, part of the duo known as Anansegromma of Ghana, is a graduate of The School of Performing Arts,
University of Ghana, and educational training at University of Cape Coast. Kwame also has a Master of Arts in Dance
from SUNY - Brockport. His performances with Anansegromma emphasize traditions of West Africa through drumming,
dance, and storytelling. Kwame is an adjunct professor at the University of Maryland Baltimore County. In 2014 Kwame
opened the Performing Arts Center of African Cultures in Laurel, MD. The duo performed at The White House in 2015
during a national convening of “Arts & Innovation: Prison Reform & Reentry in the 21st Century.” He has performed and
led drumming workshops with Artivate since 2000. www.pacafricancultures.org
Pamela Reid is an accomplished ceramic artist and teacher with almost 30 years’ experience, including 24 years with the
Montgomery County Recreation Department where she leads classes for children, adults, and adults with disabilities.
Her artwork has been juried into numerous festivals and is sold in galleries in Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania. Prior
to becoming a full-time artist, Reid was a mental health specialist with the D.C. Department of Mental Health, Youth
Forensics Division. She is a resident artist at the Sandy Spring Museum, since 2013. Reid helped Artivate establish the
clay studio at Cheltenham Youth Detention Center and has taught youth there since 2007.
Carien Quiroga is a multimedia artist exhibiting both locally and internationally. She has worked with Project Youth
ArtReach of Artivate for 10+ years, teaching mixed-media and mural arts to both youth and adults, including inmates
with mental illness. Quiroga also creates largescale mosaics as a teaching artist in schools and community sites across
the region. She has a BA in Criminology and Psychology from University of Pretoria, BA in Fine Art from University of
South Africa, and is currently pursuing a Masters in Visual Art focusing on artmaking practices in correctional facilities. In
2014, Quiroga received the Outstanding Artist Award from the Montgomery County Executive for Excellence in Arts &
Humanities, and has been recognized by the Montgomery County Department of Correction and Rehabilitation for her
work in the county jail’s Crisis Intervention Unit. www.carienquiroga.com

Artpartheid
Expanding the Resources for Black and Brown Artists Post-Uprising

Artpartheid was breathed into existence in 2015, in a packed room with hundreds of people at 2640 Space, organized by
a collective of artists who were determined to make the Baltimore arts scene more equitable for Black and Brown
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artists. After a heated discussion about what equity in the arts community should look like, it was determined that our
work was far from over. In the past years, Artpartheid's role has evolved based on what’s needed in the community and
the capacity of the collective. In the past, we've facilitated public discussions around current events that center racial
equity in local arts culture, published a zine of emerging Black and Brown artists, created a Facebook Group with 1,650
members to share creative opportunities, and a Facebook Page to host events, applied for Fiscal Sponsorship through
Fusion Partnerships, won a Maryland Humanities grant in 2018 to host a series of conversations around the Confederate
Monuments, and raised funds for peer artist groups to support various projects that align with Artpartheid's mission.

ArtWatch
The “One House” Project
DocuSign Envelope

Early in 2017, a group of DC-area artists came together as ArtWatch (ArtWatchDC.com) with the goal of using their
visual arts skills to advocate for the values that represent the best in our country: inclusion, tolerance, and unity. Since
then, in addition to its major One House project, ArtWatch has created a number of events, from one-day guerrilla
projects in support of the Women’s March and the March Against Gun Violence to a Nasty Woman Art Exhibition at the
DC Arts Center benefiting Planned Parenthood.
Evie Altman an activist, writer, and self-taught artist who has lived in the DC area for 30 years. Evie serves on the
steering committee for ArtWatch.
Jackie Hoysted a native of Ireland based in Maryland is an award-winning interdisciplinary artist, curator and activist She
is the co-founder of ArtWatch.
Sonya Michel an independent artist who is a professor emerita of history, Women’s Studies and American Studies at the
University of Maryland, College Park.
Laura Roulet is an independent curator, art historian and writer who specializes in contemporary, Latinx and Latin
American art. She lives in Bethesda, MD.
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Believe in Music
Believe in Music

Believe in Music has been serving Baltimore City youth with innovative music education programming since 2012. As we
have grown we have elevated our youth as great assets to their community. Program graduates are recruited as
facilitators to pass on what they have learned to future generations of artists.
Erin Anderson and Larry Pittman both graduated high school in the spring of 2018. Erin grew up in West Baltimore,
loves working with kids, and will pursue her veterinary technician certification this year. Her artistic passions are singing,
songwriting, and costume design. Larry is a self-taught producer with the most natural talent of any student we've ever
worked with. He loves incorporating natural sounds, live samples, and traditional instruments into his productions. He
also lives in West Baltimore and consistently recruits new artists to come to the program. These former students
embody the talent and dedication it takes to be successful through musical training.

Yolonda Body
See Accokeek Academy

David Bogen
Pathways in the Field of Art and Design Education
David Bogen is the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost at the Maryland Institute College of Art and, with
Principal Valentine and others at BDS and MICA, a co-founder of the formal BDS/MICA partnership. In his role at MICA,
David Bogen serves as the chief academic officer, responsible for all aspects of the development and delivery of
educational programs, including curricula, faculty, facilities and budget, and ensuring and supporting the achievement
and fulfillment of academic excellence across all disciplines of the College.
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Amy Bonitz
Making Safe Art Space

Amy Bonitz joined the Baltimore Arts Realty Corporation in 2015 as President & CEO after more than 23 years of
experience in urban real estate, planning and community development. At BARCO, she is responsible for all aspects of
operations, development and strategy with a focus on equity and inclusion as a core value for BARCO's work. Amy has
developed more than $47 million in social impact real estate in Baltimore with a focus on creating transformative
projects that provide a platform for artists, makers and other creatives to thrive. These include The Centre Theater,
Open Works, Motor House, the Voxel and 2519 North Charles. Amy also played a lead role in Baltimore's Safe Artist
Space Task Force and is providing technical assistance to several artist-led projects that are working toward legal status.
Amy has a Master's in Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and spent 10 years in the
private sector managing adaptive reuse projects in Baltimore and Providence, Rhode Island.
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Lora Bottinelli
National Folk Festival Panel

Lora Bottinelli is the Executive Director of the National Council for the Traditional Arts. Her professional background is
as an arts administrator and folk and traditional arts advocate. She holds a Master’s degree in American Studies from
the University of Wyoming and B.A. in American Studies and English from Rutgers University. She has served the arts
and cultural community of Maryland for the past 16 years, including serving as Executive Director of the Ward Museum
of Wildfowl Art, Salisbury University. Ms. Bottinelli has served a Councilor for the Maryland State Arts Council. She has
also served on the boards or councils of the Middle Atlantic Folklife Association, Lower Eastern Shore Heritage Council,
Lower Shore Land Trust and Maryland Citizens for the Arts. She was awarded the Lower Eastern Shore Heritage Award
for her work advancing, interpreting and preserving regional traditions and cultural heritage.
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Yan Brendel
An Intimate Moment with the Beijing Opera

Yan Ru grew up in the renowned Beijing Opera Family of Ru. Many members from the Family Ru played instrumental
roles in the prosperity of Beijing Opera in the past century. As an heir of the distinguished family, Yan devotes her time
and energy in promoting Chinese Culture and in particular the Beijing Opera during her 20 years of teaching career in
the US public schools. At DCBBO, Yan plays the role of operations officer and is in charge of delivering workshops to
Chinese communities.

Todd Bressi
We Have What We Need Right Here: The Creative Community Inventory

Todd W. Bressi is an independent consultant whose projects explore the intersection of public art, creative placemaking,
cultural planning and city design. Based in Philadelphia, he has worked in Frederick, Montgomery and Prince George’s
Counties. He has served on a part-time basis as Artistic Planning Coordinator and Director of muraLAB for Mural Arts
Philadelphia since 2010. He is known for combining his knowledge of public art, placemaking and planning to curate
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creative, artist-led processes that broaden public outreach and produce outcomes that strongly that reflect the visions
of the communities he works with.

Dre Britton
Creative Keynote - Sketch

Dre Britton is an artist born and based in Baltimore, MD. He attended the Maryland Institute College of Art where he
studied General Fine Arts. Dre creates large scale sculptures and temporary installations made from found objects,
furniture, and fabricated structures that reference painting, architecture, and contemporary modes of sculpture. He
currently works at the American Visionary Art Museum’s education department.

Arenetra Burnett
Pathways in the Field of Art and Design Education
Arenetra Burnett is the Campus Compact Mid-Atlantic AmeriCorps VISTA Fellow supporting the BDS/MICA Partnership.
Arnetra is in her second year as the AmeriCorps VISTA Fellow and is positioned primarily at the Baltimore Design School.
The CCMA AmeriCorps VISTA project has focused on supporting the relaunch of the BDS library and developing literacy
resources in collaboration with the MICA Center for Creative Citizenship and affiliated groups and support services.
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Chad Buterbaugh
Network Based Approaches to Supporting Folklife

Chad Buterbaugh is the staff folklorist at MSAC, where he direct the state folklife program Maryland Traditions and
provides support for folk and traditional artists and arts organizations. Folklife documentation is the joy of this work, and
he has been privileged to listen to the stories and observe the traditions of folklife practitioners across the state.
Previously, he completed extensive research on contemporary oral traditions in Ireland. He earned a PhD in folklore
studies from Indiana University and is a former newspaper reporter.

Dana Carr
Arts & Urban Education

Dana Carr is the Executive Director of Leaders of Tomorrow Youth Center, a nonprofit arts education organization whose
mission is to empower youth through the arts, academics, and social development. She has served as an administrator,
mentor, teacher and instructional couch, giving her a diverse background of experiences to share with those teachers
and students she works with. Dana holds her master’s degree in Secondary Education from the University of Maryland
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with certifications in arts integration, teaching artistry and organizational development. She is passionate about
differentiating instruction and ensuring that all students have equitable access to a quality education that is inclusive of
the arts; one that is engaging, creative and student-centered. She is committed to empowering educators to implement
best practices including culturally responsive teaching, social emotional learning and technology integration. A Baltimore
native, Dana has done extensive work and most enjoys working in inner city school systems and urban environments,
helping teachers to tap into their students’ full potential.

Eileen Cave
Social Justice Framework in Arts Education

Eileen Cave is an arts integration lead teacher and visual art specialist working in Prince George’s County, MD, providing
instruction for grades Pre-K through 6. In addition to teaching art, Eileen is the arts in education coordinator for the
Prince George’s Arts & Humanities Council. Eileen received her M.Ed. in teacher leadership from the University of
Maryland, College Park and earned her undergraduate degree from Dartmouth College. In 2017, the Maryland Art
Educators Association recognized her as the PGC Career Teacher of the Year. Eileen was awarded a National Endowment
for the Arts research grant in 2015 to implement a best practices study in school-based professional learning
communities, conducted at six local schools. In 2011 she received the Coffelt Fellowship for study at the National Gallery
of Art, and she continues to embed renowned art collections in her instruction.
Her consulting work for the Prince George’s Arts & Humanities Council includes launching “Living Legacies.” This teacher
training workshop series is held at local art museums and universities, and integrates the Social Justice framework.
Eileen also manages a curriculum-based artist-in-residencies program in local schools. Prior to working in education,
Eileen held marketing and sales positions at United Airlines and USAirways.
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Ivonne Chand O’Neal, Ph.D.,
Arts Mentorship at the Arts Amplified Youth Summit

Ivonne Chand O’Neal is Founder and Principal of MUSE Research, a creativity and arts research consulting firm which
provides assessment, strategic research design, and evaluation services for multinational companies both in the United
States and abroad in the areas of creativity, arts, museums, culture, civic engagement, creative placemaking, arts equity
and access, restorative justice, and arts education. She currently serves as Chief Research Strategist for Crayola, as a
member of the Research Advisory Board for the University of Pennsylvania’s Human Flourishing Initiative, and as Senior
Research Fellow for Creativity Testing Services, providing creativity research services for such companies as Lego, Red
Bull, and Disney. Preceding her work in arts research consulting, Chand O’Neal served as the founding Director of
Research and Evaluation for the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. Projects included impact assessment of
such programs as Changing Education through the Arts, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, National Symphony
Orchestra, Washington National Opera, Scottish Ballet, Any Given Child, Ballet with Suzanne Farrell, Theater for Young
Audiences, the One Mic: Hip Hop Culture Worldwide Festival, and assessing accessibility to the arts for K-12 students
living with disabilities.
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Pooja Chawla
Building Character through Storytelling

Ms. Chawla is an actress and playwright from the Washington DC area. Before starting CARE Actor, she worked heavily
with several arts education programs such as the visual artsprogram Abrakadoodle and after school drama enrichment
program Rainbow Entertainment InterActive Children's Theater. With a long time dream of starting her own arts
program and an interest in the nonprofit sector, she pursued a master's degree in Public Administration and Nonprofit
Management at George Mason University. In 2008, she conducted a small acting workshop with a group of elementary
age children that ultimately turned into the CARE Actor program. On the side, she writes, directs, and acts in plays
throughout the region. Most recently she has appeared in The Princess and the Pauper: A Bollywood Tale at Imagination
Stage and What It Means to Choke for the WOMXN on Fire Festival at Keegan Theatre.

Thomas Edward Cheezum
Why Modern Education Must Have Music at its Foundation
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Thomas Edward Cheezum is serving in his seventh year at Colonel Richardson High School Department of Music where
he conducts the Band, Orchestra and Choral ensembles and serves as Musical Director for the Drama Club; he is also a
1992 graduate of the program. Tom holds degrees in Music from Salisbury State University (BA 1996) and Peabody
Conservatory (MM 2001). While in college, he performed with Lorrie Morgan, Kenny Burrell and the Moody Blues. He
has conducted the Salisbury Symphony Orchestra, the Salisbury University Wind Ensemble, the Peabody Wind
Ensemble, the Anne Arundel Community College Orchestra, the Maryland Youth Preparatory Orchestra and multiple pit
bands and orchestras. He has recorded with the Salisbury Symphony Orchestra, the Youngstown State Jazz Ensemble I
and the Peabody Wind Ensemble. Cheezum currently holds the positions of Vice-President of the Eastern Shore
Orchestra Director’s Association (Maryland) and President of the Colonel Richardson High School Alumni Association.
He resides in Preston, MD with his wife and four children.

ellen cherry
Recovering Eurydice

Emmy-nominated ellen cherry (lowercase letters intentional!) is an award winning song and story alchemist, musician
and performer, based in Baltimore, MD. Mixing equal parts of pathos and humor throughout her songs, ellen cherry is
mysterious and powerful on stage and her banter gives audiences a peek into a whimsical, curious mind. Her most
recent project was a touring program called "Portraits in Song" that showcased her love of storytelling and her passion
for history and women's equality. After a devastating car wreck caused by an intoxicated driver in 2013, cherry was
diagnosed with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and has spent the last five years fostering recovery and resilience,
her own and others, through performance, music, and storytelling. She is in production on a new work, "Recovering
Eurydice," that will explore the process of recovery through myth making, storytelling and song. More information about
ellen can be found at w ww.ellencherry.com
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Dominiece Clifton
Pathways in the field of Art and Design Education
Dominiece Clifton is the Development Director at the Baltimore Design School and the coordination lead at BDS for the
BDS/MICA partnership group. In her role at BDS, she works avidly to provide supplemental funding to students in an
effort to increase the exposure and enrichment opportunities available to them. Striving towards the mission of the
Baltimore Design School, she is working alongside BDS administration and the Board of Trustees to create internship and
mentorship opportunities as well as postgraduate programming that will result in a greater number of students of color
entering into the design professions, with a specific focus on the fields of graphic design, fashion design and
architecture.

Graham Coreil-Allen
“We Have What We Need Right Here: The Creative Community Inventory”
DocuSign

Graham Coreil-Allen is a Baltimore-based public artist and organizer working to make cities more inclusive and livable
through public art, radical walking tours and civic engagement. Coreil-Allen received his MFA from Maryland Institute
College of Art and has created projects for numerous spaces, places and events.
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Cultura Plenera
Creating Your Own Spaces with Cultura Plenera

Xiomara Rivera served as the President of Cultura Plenera from 2017 to 2018 and a she continues to serve as a strong
board member. Xiomara is drawn to exploring the Puerto Rican folk music genres of bomba y plena. Just as much a
lifelong student as she is a teacher, she stretches herself to learn multiple instruments, sing, and dance. Outside of CP,
Xiomara teaches in Montgomery County and is pursuing her doctorate in Educational Leadership for Special Populations.
Crystal Rivera currently serves as the Treasurer of Cultura Plenera. Having grown up in the diaspora, she makes a
deliberate effort to stay connected to the Puerto Rican culture whether through music, food, or traditions. Crystal
performs bomba y plena with Los Hijo ‘e Plena and Madre Tierra DMV. When not actively participating in CP events and
programming, Crystal works with her father Angel Rivera to co-found Puerto Rico Distillery (estimated opening Fall
2019).
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Nicoletta Daríta de la Brown
The Importance of Self-Love

Nicoletta Daríta de la Brown is a performance artist, interdisciplinary fabricator, producer, host, mother of four, self
love champion, and unicorn. Nicoletta is the founder of Vida Magica Love LLC, providing healing-centered engagement
through interactive workshops, immersive activations, and multi-sensory experiences. Nicoletta is Black Latinx; proud to
be a first generation Panamanian born in the United States and comes from a long line of healers.
Through her platform, Vida Mágica Love, Nicoletta inspires others to self-love. She teaches others to develop individual
self-care kits in support of wholeness and wellbeing. Nicoletta has worked with groups nationally and within
organizations including: Red Bull Amaphiko, Maryland Institute College of Art Baltimore Collegetown Network, Baltimore
School for the Arts, Kaiser Permanente Community Engagement, Baltimore Office of Promotion + the Arts, Johns
Hopkins Pediatric Hospital, University of Maryland Maternity Unit, Impact Hub Baltimore, and Walters Art Museum.
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Navasha Daya
Board Management: Developing a Culture of Inclusion from Recruitment to Management

Navasha Daya is a singer, songwriter, producer, performing arts curator, certified holistic wellness practitioner, and
spiritual and cultural arts activist. Since childhood she has been inspired and encouraged to use her voice and talent to
uplift others and inspire change. As a performing artist, Navasha has performed all over the globe sharing the stage with
artists such as South African jazz trumpeter Hugh Masekela , Beninese singer Angelique Kidjo, Japanese pianist Hajime
Yoshizawa, and American artists such as Joan Baez, India Arie, Michael Franti of Spearhead, and Roberta Flack just to
name a few. In addition to her solo career as an indie-soul artist, Navasha has toured for the past two years as a guest
artist, singing with the Grammy Award winning all female a capella group, “Sweet Honey In The Rock.”
As an arts educator and cultural arts activist, Navasha has taught voice and music to elementary, middle, and high school
aged children and youth for over 17 years, integrating character development, multiculturalism, and musicianship skills
in her classes. Steadfast in her dedication to the upliftment of the community, in 2010 along with
educator/musician/organizer, Fanon Hill and two youth mentees, Navasha co-founded the Youth Resiliency Institute
(YRI), a social benefit organization that is dedicated to inspiring realization of the authentic self in children, youth, and
young adults in Baltimore, Maryland. Navasha currently serves on the GBCA Programming Committee and is a member
of the Baltimore Arts Education Coalition Steering Committee.
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Mary Dell’Erba
Policy Opportunities for Arts Education

As a senior project manager for the Arts Education Partnership, Mary Dell’Erba oversees project work plans and
supports the development of AEP deliverables. Prior to joining Education Commission of the States, she worked for the
Arts Education in Maryland Schools Alliance, where she served in a variety of capacities in programming, administration
and policy. With over 20 years of dance training, Mary is passionate about the arts and education.

Julie Dietrich-Eisler
Anti-Bully First Aid Kits

Julie Dietrich-Eisler has been teaching art for twenty years in Baltimore County. She earned her degree in painting at the
Maryland Institute of Art and is currently working on her PhD in education from Notre Dame University. She resides in
Baltimore with her husband Charlie, son Eb and dog Bertha. Her favorite quote is, “The prime work of art is to join
heaven and earth,” by Peter London.
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DigiEd Films
Lessons from Film Arts Integration Work

Mimi Machado-Luces and Talaya Grimes formed DigiEd Films, a film arts education company focused on teaching
students from grades 3 to 12 how to make films from their curriculum. Their award winning program is expanding from
artist residencies to teaching film arts integration throughout the national capitol region.

Machado-Luces is an Emmy award-winning director, producer, and writer. Born in Venezuela to a multilingual family,
her superpower is her passion for storytelling in both English and Español. Her company, MimiTVA Media, is a DC-area
media consultancy and educational firm, specializing in digital, film, broadcast and radio content. She is a proud
graduate of Howard University’s renowned Film and Television program.
Talaya Grimes is a producer, filmmaker and arts administrator. She has worked as a producer for Smithsonian Networks,
National Geographic, Discovery Channel, and Scholastic. Grimes produced an independent documentary, TEACH for The
Literacy Project, about the Freedom Schools of the Civil Rights Movement and N.O.S. short film about a young woman
dealing with mental illness. She earned her B.A. in Government & Politics with a Spanish Minor from the University of
Maryland in College Park and her M.A. in Media Studies from The New School University in New York City.
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Patricia Dingle
Advocating for Yourself and Visual Arts in your Community

Patricia Dingle is a visual artist, retired art educator, and past NEH Fellow. She produced the award-winning television
programs, Talking with Imani and An Educational Moment. She has served as a union representative and Faculty
Advisory Chair. She was an illustrator in the United States Army, earning the Army Commendation 1st Oakleaf Cluster
and Army Achievement medals. She is also an ordained minister. Dr. Dingle graduated from Connecticut College, (B.A.),
the Rhode Island School of Design (M.A.T.) and the University of Maryland (Ph.D.), College Park. She sponsors
community programs and implemented numerous innovative programs in the public schools.
Dr. Dingle was the recipient of the first Anna Lord Strauss Award (community service). She was also recognized as the
PGCEA Community Leader of the Year. She won Dottie awards for Best Children’s and Best Educational/Public Affairs
Programming, and Best Female Host. A successful grant writer, she directed the Competitive Edge Academic Excellence
Project. With a MSEA Community Grant she created an art classroom Museum Lab. She also submitted winning
applications on behalf of others including, an Agnes Meyer Outstanding Teacher nomination, the Ashton-Drake Galleries
Young Designers of America Award, and a NEH Book Award.

24

#MDArtsSummit2019

Laure Drogoul
Olfactory Factory

Laure Drogoul is an interdisciplinary artist, olfactory spelunker, and cobbler of situations who lives in Baltimore,
Maryland. Laure works with a wide range of media including projects in which she creates sculpture, performances, and
theatrical events that invite the viewer to be an active participant. She has exhibited and performed internationally and
nationally, including The International House of Japan in Tokyo, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington Project for the Arts,
The Walters Museum, Baltimore Museum of Art, and The Center for Architecture in New York as well as many street
corners, alleys, and underutilized urban spaces. She has received Maryland State Artist Awards and a Franklin Furnace
Award for performance art and has been a recipient of a US/Japan Creative Artist Fellowship. In 2006 Ms.Drogoul was
honored with The Janet and Walter Sondheim Prize.

Dr. David Fakunle
DiscoverME/RecoverME

A self-described "mercenary for change," David Fakunle dedicates his life to justice and the elevation of humanity for all
people, especially those most disadvantaged. True to his last name, which derives from the Yoruba god of wisdom,
David has acquired insight and perspective throughout his 20+ year career as a researcher, mentor, advocate, and
performing artist. It was the experiences of transformational storytelling in his life, coupled with the encouragement of
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one persistent instructor, that compelled David and his mother Deborah to start a storytelling project in November
2013. The project ultimately became DiscoverME/RecoverME. David believes in the presence and power of love in every
person and serves to help others harness and fearlessly proclaim the stories of their journey.

Nicole Fall
Baltimore Clayworkforce Development Program Project

Nicole Fall is a seasoned community artist and educator of over 30 years experience (see attached resume). She has
taught in a wide variety of settings including; senior citizen public housing, Baltimore City Community College, Carver
Center for Arts and Technology, Baltimore City Schools, and MICA. She has engaged in community arts projects with
students at Washington Very Special Arts; School for the Arts in Learning, Access Art, and St Francis Academy, among
others. She was recent Interim Executive Director of Baltimore Clayworks and is now Community Arts Manager.

Joanna Chilcoat Fellows
An Educator’s Guide to Devising Theater

Joanna Chilcoat Fellows began her theatre career at age 9 and has been active in the art ever since. Joanna earned her
BA in Theatre Performance at the University of Maryland, College Park and her Masters of Arts in Teaching, Secondary
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Theatre at UMBC. Currently, Joanna teaches Theatre, Film, and Video Production at Seneca Valley High School in
Montgomery County, where she also runs the extracurricular theatre program. She is a member of the Montgomery
County Public Schools theatre curriculum writing team and festival planning team. Joanna is a professional development
facilitator for the International Baccalaureate, Mid-Atlantic organization and teaches Instructional Methods for
Secondary Theatre at UMBC. Joanna currently serves as the president of the Maryland Theatre Education Association.

Liesel Fenner
UMBC Public Tour: Work-in-Progress Hard Hat Tour

Liesel Fenner is the Public Art Program Director implementing the Maryland Public Art Initiative percent-for-art program
integrating public art in state capital construction projects. She was the Public Art Program Manager at Americans for
the Arts in Washington DC, planning programs and providing technical assistance to advance public art and design
nationally. Liesel was formerly with the New England Foundation for the Arts in Boston where she managed public art
projects working on design teams from planning through implementation. In the San Francisco Bay Area, Liesel practiced
landscape architecture and urban design in the public and private sectors. She completed her graduate studies at the
Rhode Island School of Design and Bachelor’s degree from the University of California, Davis. Locally and nationally, she
has served on boards and panels and regularly presents on public art and design.

Frederick O. Foote
Arts as Healing for Veterans and Active Duty Military Personnel
Frederick O. Foote, MD, a retired U.S. Navy physician, leads the Epidaurus Project, which aims to integrate
whole‑person care in hospitals and clinics throughout the U.S. Military Health System. A practicing neurologist for 20
years, Dr. Foote served at the National Naval Medical Center (NNMC) in Bethesda, MD, in numerous positions, including
chairman of the NNMC Ethics Committee and team leader of the Neurosciences Service Line. As head of special projects
for the Neuro‑musculskeletal Service Line, he was responsible for the inception, funding acquisition, and development
of clinical programs, including the Vietnam Head Injury Study, Conemaugh/Jackson Neurosciences Research Program,
NNMC Multidisciplinary Sleep Center, NNMC Spine Center, NNMC Centers of Excellence for Cranial‑Spinal Surgery and
Total Joint Replacement, and the NIH/NNMC Center for Musculoskeletal Research. Dr. Foote served in Operation Iraqi
Freedom as a staff neurologist and assistant medical department head on the USNS COMFORT, a seagoing medical
treatment facility. In 2006, he was appointed project officer of the Epidaurus Project. In that role, he serves as a subject
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matter expert in advanced health facilities design, holistic medicine, use of the arts in health care, and patient/family
centered care Dr. Foote has been honored by the Navy with two Meritorious Service Medals, four Commendation
Medals, a Meritorious Unit Commendation, a Good Conduct Medal, a Humanitarian Service Medal, and a National
Defense Medal. He is an adjunct assistant professor at The Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, Health
Services Administration. His forthcoming book of poetry, to be published by Grayson Books, was inspired by his
experiences in Afghanistan treating the wounded of the Iraq/Afghanistan Wars.

Denise Kumani Gantt
The Joy Project: Supporting the Voice and Agency for Students in the Middle Grades

Denise Kumani Gantt is the director of education at the Modell Lyric. She is the former artistic executive director of the
Village of Arts and Humanities in Philadelphia, PA and the former project director of Theater for a New Generation at
Center Stage. Her plays and performance pieces include mediations/from the ash, winner of the Artscape 1997 Best Play
Contest and voted Best New Play by the Baltimore Alternative; Three Stories to the Ground, written with Gabriel Shanks
and winner of the Theatre Project Outstanding Vision in Theatre award and anatomy/lessons selected as part of
Minnesota’s Penumbra Theater’s Cornerstone Project. Her play, The Gift, a brief history of everything we have ever
known, received staged readings at ACT (Seattle), The Drama League and Cape May Stage. In 2003, her collection of
poetry, conjuring the dead, was awarded the Maryland Emerging Writers Award by poet Afaa Michael Weaver. She
holds a MFA in Theatre from Towson.
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Robin M. Gilliam
Learn the STARS collage Technique to Dream, Heal & Bloom

Robin M. Gilliam is an artist and photographer in Annapolis, Maryland, specializing in healing art. She paints and weaves
found objects into mixed media collages that connect with others also searching for inspiration. Her photos transform
her viewers into a place of serenity, confidence, and hope. Robin achieved her BA in art and psychology from Goucher
College in 1984. She has spent the past 30+ years creating to heal from life’s challenges, such as sexual assault,
addiction, spouse battling opioids and stage 3 head/neck cancer, and aging parents with cancer and dementia.
Robin is a survivor who shares her powerful art and photographs with others who find themselves in spaces meant for
caring and healing. She was juried into The Behavior Health Awareness Art Show by Maryland’s First Lady, Mrs. Yumi
Hogan; and the Maryland State Arts Council, Art on the Fly, Dusk to Dawn New Day Campaign Show. Her artwork can be
found in Ashley Addiction Treatment and private collections. She offers originals and art prints for private, commercial,
and healthcare settings. Also a CPA & PMP and past co-gallery owner, Robin is an expert in curating art installations on
time and within budget.

Talaya Grimes
See DigiEd
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Nancy Hall
Amazing Nonprofits: Accounting for Nonprofits & Artists

Nancy Hall has long been a part of the nonprofit community in Maryland. In the late eighties she worked with a number
of then-new groups to set up their financial and administrative systems. She is happy to report that many of these
startups are still going strong. In addition, Nancy was a key staff member at the Maryland Association of Nonprofit
Organizations for seventeen years, providing training and technical assistance to hundreds of nonprofits.
Nancy takes the best practices of high performing corporations and adapts them for use in the nonprofit sector. Nancy
has trained thousands of nonprofit executives and board members on various administrative issues, not only in
Maryland but across the country and as far away as Kyrgyzstan in Central Asia. A natural teacher and storyteller, she is
currently adjunct faculty at The Johns Hopkins University where she teaches graduate level courses on nonprofit
management and finance.
Nancy is an expert in the legal structure of nonprofits and has assisted in the start-up of hundreds of organizations,
merged many partners, and helped to close down organizations.
She was one of the first women to receive an MBA from the Harvard Business School. Her craft is quilting which calls
art for someone who likes numbers.
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Kris Hemstetter
If You Build It, They Will Come

Mrs. Kris Hemstetter is the principal of Rock Hall Elementary School located on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. She
began her educational career as a middle school teacher in 2003. Her educational career has included paths as a Teacher
of the Year, Middle School Math/Literacy Coach, Master Teacher for the State of Maryland, and currently an Elementary
School Principal for four years. Mrs. Hemstetter believes that arts education is critical for helping students develop
creativity, critical thinking, and problem solving abilities. She also believes in building partnerships outside, within and
around the communities we live in.

Ron Heneghan
Arts as Healing for Veterans and Active Duty Military Personnel
Ron Heneghan, BFA, Director of Community Engagement, Chesapeake Shakespeare Company (CSC) ‑ Since joining the
CSC, Ron has spearheaded a twenty‑five percent increase of participating schools for the in‑school residency program,
two years of record‑breaking attendance levels for the student matinee program, and new partnerships with several
organizations, such as the Annapolis Book Fair and Morgan State University. With Baltimore City Schools, he has
restarted the Citywide Shakespeare Festival. Prior to joining CSC as Education Coordinator, Mr. Heneghan was the
Director of Education at Spotlighter’s Theatre in Baltimore where he oversaw the summer Young Actors Academy and
after‑school programs. At Stevenson University in Maryland, Ron taught Acting, Introduction to Theatre, Voice for the
Stage, Business of Acting, and assisted in the approval process of making Theatre and Performance Media an accredited
major. He has been a faculty member at Carroll Community College, Loyola University in Baltimore, Muhlenberg
College, Northampton Community College, Regis College, Northeastern University, and the M.F.A. program of Trinity
Rep Conservatory/Brown University in Rhode Island. Mr. Heneghan was an Artist‑in‑Residence at PCPA Theatrefest in
California, where his duties included teaching in the conservatory and production assignments for the theatre. He was
shortlisted for Best Performance at the 2014 Prague Fringe Festival, with his performance in the Alliance for New Music
Theatre’s production of Vaclav Havel’s Unveiling.
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GG Renee Hill
Share the Story of Your Art
GG Renee Hill is an independent author, speaker and advocate for self-discovery through writing. A candid voice for
mental health and self-care, GG has self-published three books and has written for or been featured by several
publications including Shondaland, Black Enterprise, Carol's Daughter, COCOTIQUE and Permission to Write. She brings
her experience as a blogger, memoirist, ghostwriter, and creative coach to the courses and workshops she offers on her
website, allthemanylayers.com. Currently, she is seeking representation and writing a book of personal essays about her
mental health journey. GG graduated from Morgan State University with a degree in Marketing and a concentration in
Communications. When she's not working on self-discovery and storytelling projects, GG freelances as an investment
commentary writer for a financial services company. She lives in Maryland with her partner and three children and can
be found on Instagram and Twitter @ggreneewrites.

Jane Hirshberg
Becoming Rapid Responders: A Conversation About Art & Resilience

Jane Hirshberg is Assistant Director of Campus and Community Engagement at The Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center
at University of Maryland-College Park. In her work at The Clarice, she is a key member of the curatorial team and is the
primary program design generator and leader of all initiatives, projects and programs in the area of campus and
community engagement. While she has been at UMD she has established two campus/community working groups, each
with the focus of integrating creative expression into conversations and activities about social justice. They are Campus
Fabric, which leverages the combined experience of multiple campus organizations with longstanding connections to the
local community aiming to elevate the role of community engagement into the fabric of UMD life; and the Racial Healing
Working Group, a collaboration of campus and community organizations that are co-curating events to bring together
UMD and Bowie State University, triggered by a tragic hate crime resulting in the murder of a BSU student by a UMD
student. Jane has led several large scale projects that have invited participation by community members on and off
campus, addressing such issues as Black Lives Matter, music as a tool for social change, stories of immigration and
others.
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Tara S. Holl
Dada Dolls Workshop

Ms. Holl has been a professional teaching artist for over 25 years. She has created glass installations (sculptural, leaded,
fused, & cast) mosaics, murals, sculptures, and many mixed media art works in public spaces. She utilizes glass, ceramic,
fiber, wood, cement board, paper, recycled materials, found objects, and assorted painting mediums. Murals, mosaics,
large mobiles, sculptures, and wall mount artwork are some of the results. She received an AIA award for excellence
(American Institute for Architects) on two large glass projects created for the National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics in Reston, Virginia. Tara opened a National Geographic exhibition at Explorers Hall at the Washington D.C.
Tara has been the curator for a variety of exhibitions at assorted galleries, the Creative Crafts Council, the National
Institutes of Health, Baltimore Space Telescope facility, Olney Theatre Center, the Sandy Spring Museum, and the
Maryland State House in Annapolis, Maryland. She has taught workshops, classes, and over 45 visual arts integrated
residencies at public and private schools, National Arts Education Association, National Geographic, Glen Echo, the
Greater Washington Jewish Community Center, and the University of Maryland. Tara has been the visual art integration
specialist for the Maryland Artists/Teachers Institute (now called Maryland Centers for Creative Classrooms MCCC).
Recently Ms. Holl taught arts integrated workshops to children and adults (the Kuna Indians) in Armila, Panama while on
an eco-residency.
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Adam Holofcener
Legal Advice for Maryland Creatives

Adam Holofcener, Esq. is the Executive Director of Maryland Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts, a non-profit organization
that provides pro bono legal services and education to Maryland based artists and arts organizations. In his legal
practice, Adam counsels artists and musicians on matters of copyright, trademark, contract, business entity formation,
constitutional law, and other issues. He teaches a seminar on Art and Media Law at the University of Maryland Francis
King Carey School of Law. Adam is also a practicing musician and sound artist. Information related to his creative
endeavors can be found at www.adamgholofcener.com. He is a dad who lives in Baltimore City, USA.

Jeannie Howe
Board Management: Developing a Culture of Inclusion from Recruitment to Management

GBCA connects artists and organizations to one another and to vital resources, advocates for the strategic needs of the
sector and promotes greater equity and inclusion in the field. During Ms. Howe’s tenure, the organization has grown to
a membership base of over 400 and has created groundbreaking new programs. This includes Urban Arts Leadership
which forwards the careers of aspiring arts administrators of color and helps change the practices in the cultural
workplace. GBCA also manages the Baker Artists Portfolio, an online community of artists who are recognized with
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events, exhibitions and awards. Prior to joining the GBCA, Ms. Howe was founder and president of BayCliff Associates.
Clients included Everyman Theatre in Baltimore for whom Howe led a successful $17.7 million capital campaign. She has
held leadership positions with a range of nonprofit organizations including the Baltimore Reads and Be the Match
Foundation. Volunteer positions include/have included Everyman Theatre, Callaway Garrison Improvement Association,
The Leadership Alumni Council, The Leadership, and Baltimore Orchard Project. She has an M.A. in Theatre from Miami
University in Ohio and a B.A. in Theatre from St. Mary’s College of Maryland. She was honored as one of Maryland’s Top
100 Women in 2014 and 2017.

Jackie Hoysted
See ArtWatch

Suzan E. Jenkins
We Have What We Need Right Here: The Creative Community Inventory

Suzan E. Jenkins is CEO of the Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery County, Md. AHCMC, in partnership with the
community, cultivates and supports excellence in the arts and humanities, expands access to cultural expression, and
contributes to economic vitality in the region.
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Cristyn Johnson
Exploring Aesthetics when Arts & Community Intersect

Cristyn Johnson is the Local Arts Advancement Program Manager at Americans for the Arts. In this capacity, she
develops Americans for the Arts’ comprehensive full-career-spectrum field education offerings to advance competent
and informed local, regional and national arts professionals. She also develops a suite of programs and resources
centered around the full leadership pipeline and organizational needs of a diverse workforce. She manages, grows, and
cultivates an Emerging Leaders Network, a Mid-Career Leaders Network, and an Executive Leaders Network by building
a connected network of arts professionals in the field of practices, who can share their knowledge with the field at large.
Prior to Americans for the Arts, Cristyn was the Program Manager for Maryland Citizens for the Arts (MCA). During her
time with MCA, her focus was on building and expanding partnerships and programming, with specific concentration on
capacity building programs to the field, as well as the Emerging Arts Advocates program.
Cristyn earned her Master of Science Degree in Arts Administration from Drexel University and completed her Bachelor
of Music Degree with a concentration in clarinet performance at Towson University.

Jason King Jones
Retaining Talented Artists and Arts Administrators
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Jason King Jones (Senior Associate Artistic Director) grew up in southwest Missouri on the border of Stone and Christian
Counties. His childhood consisted of playing make-believe with his cousins and recording songs and TV shows with his
red tape deck. Jason’s first memorable acting experience was riding on his church’s float for a Christmas parade—as the
Virgin Mary. Jason’s love of theatre began in high school, where he acted in plays and musicals.
(Incidentally, he also played tuba and bass guitar, among other activities.) After graduating with a BFA in Theatre
Performance from Southwest Missouri State University, Jason thought he’d quickly find himself a job in a regional
theatre and live a simple suburban life. That only took fifteen years, ten apartments, two national tours, and an MFA in
Directing from Boston Univeristy to attain. Jason is married to Olney Theatre Center’ Director of Production Josiane
Jones. They have a precocious ten-year-old daughter, a feisty four-year-old son, and they live as simple a suburban life.

Chitra Kalyandurg
An introduction to Kuchipudi

As Director of Engagement & Arts Partnerships, Chitra Kalyandurg steers Kalanidhi Dance’s philanthropic giving and
grants program and leads efforts to build community arts partnerships. She also contributes to Kalanidhi’s artistic work
through choreography and performance. Chitra first joined Kalanidhi as a student in 1994 and was one of the original
members of the Kalanidhi Dance Company. Chitra joined Kalanidhi Dance full-time in her current position in 2018.
An accomplished dancer, Chitra performs extensively in and around the Washington region. Her original productions
include The Nayika Project, and Leela: Play of the Divine. She has received multiple grants from the Arts and Humanities
Council of Montgomery County in support of her work and was awarded the prestigious Princess Grace Dance Honoraria
for her artistic excellence in Kuchipudi.
Chitra has over a decade of experience working at the intersection of arts, nonprofits and policy, including at Arena
Stage and AAAS. She was recently a consultant to the National Endowment for the Arts on a qualitative analysis of their
Folk & Traditional Arts (F&TA) Art Works grant program. Chitra holds a bachelor’s degree in Communications Studies
from New York University and a Master’s in Public Policy from the University of Maryland, College Park.
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Jonathan Katz, Ph.D.
Leading a Strategic Planning Process

Jonathan Katz, Ph.D., served as CEO of the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA) from 1985 through 2014,
guiding that network of 56 government agencies through three major recessions, shifts of state and federal political
philosophies, cultural controversies and the digital revolution as they grew to manage more than $400 million annually
and as Congress doubled their percentage of the program budget of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) from
20% to 40%. He is particularly proud of the roles he played in co-founding the Arts Education Partnership, established by
the U.S. Department of Education and the NEA as the nation’s forum for the advancement of learning in the arts; cofounding the Cultural Advocacy Group, the coalition of national associations that each year decides upon and
communicates to Congress and the executive branch a united legislative agenda for the federal cultural agencies; and
partnering the state arts agencies with the Poetry Foundation and the NEA to establish Poetry Out Loud. His first two
volumes of poetry, Love Undefined and Objects in Motion, are available from C&R Press.

Brian Kaufman
Achieving a High Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Arts Education for Youth
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Brian Kaufman is an assistant professor of music at University of Maryland Baltimore County. As a conductor, tubist,
educator, social entrepreneur, and publicly-engaged scholar, Brian Kaufman has shared the stage as a performer and
speaker alongside the likes of Pulitzer-Prize winning composer Gunther Schuller, Emmy-nominated composer and genrebending violinist Daniel Bernard Roumain (DBR), the Liz Lerman Dance Exchange, The American Brass Quintet, and Her
Royal Highness Princess Dr. Nisreen El-Hashemite. He is a co-founder, artistic director, and conductor of The Sounding
Board, an organization that engages communities in social issues through music. Under his leadership, TSB events have
run in partnership with organizations such as the United Nations, the City of Boston Mayor’s Office, The Boston Globe,
National Defense University, Tufts’ Fletcher School, and New England Conservatory. As a tubist, he currently serves as a
core member of the Maryland Winds, a new professional wind ensemble. He also served as a Resident Artist and
conductor at an El Sistema program in Boston’s Conservatory Lab Charter School. His research areas include social
impact through music, music learning as youth development, music teacher education, and beginning conducting
pedagogy. Recent projects include conducting the UMBC Wind Ensemble in their debut album and co-editing a book
under Routledge (forthcoming June 2019) that features international authors writing on a new vision for music learning
as youth development.

Lenore Blank Kelner
Putting Joy in Learning: Using the New Maryland Fine Arts Standards for Early Childhood

Lenore Blank Kelner is an author, arts educator, arts integration specialist, as well as a theatre and teaching artist.
Lenore directed a professional theatre company for young audiences for 28 years and directed and acted in a touring
company under the auspices of the regional theatre in Baltimore, Center Stage.
Lenore has presented her work in all 50 states and abroad. She has been a presenter with the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts since 1982 and was a Master Artist for the Wolf Trap Institute for Early Learning through the Arts
for 25 years. Lenore is the author of The Creative Classroom and co-authored A Dramatic Approach to Reading
Comprehension. Both books were published by Heinemann. Lenore was awarded the Creative Drama Award from the
American Alliance for Theatre and Education.
She worked with the Maryland State Department of Education serving as the Arts Education Consultant for Early
Childhood developing art standards, based on the National Core Art Standards for young learners 0-3 years of age and is
presently contributing to the creation of micro-courses that will be offered through MSDE.
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Brooke Kidd
Mapping Racism

Brooke Kidd is the Founder and Executive Director of World Arts Focus/Joe’s Movement Emporium and a cultural leader
in the Prince George’s Gateway Arts District. She has created education and arts programs for many organizations and
special populations that demonstrate the equalizing impact of dance and creativity. Brooke has choreographed,
directed and performed with regional companies and specializes in site-specific public spectacles. She currently teaches
yoga and dance. Accomplishments include an M.A. in dance education from American University (1998), serving on the
Mount Rainier city council (2001-2003), Maryland State Arts Advocate of the Year (2015), and Prince George’s County
Chamber of Commerce Business Leader of the Year (2015) and Gratitude Award (2018). Brooke is a member of
Leadership Greater Washington class of 2017. She currently serves as President of the Mount Rainier Business
Association and Secretary of Nonprofit Prince George’s. Originally from rural America, she has explored dance as human
history, finding that movement is one of the most transformative tools for education, personal development and social
equality.

Jennifer Klein
Using Art to Teach Reading & Writing
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Jennifer Klein is a certified reading specialist. Over the course of her career, she has worked as an elementary classroom
teacher, gifted and talented teacher, staff developer, teacher trainer and reading specialist for MCPS. She has served as
the co-chair on the Montgomery County Council of the International Reading Association for the Young Author’s
Contest. She brings her love of literacy and art together to teach literacy through the arts and teaches workshops for
children including the Artist/Readers’ Workshop and the Artist/Writers’ Workshop, and has also taught at the Rehoboth
Art league in Rehoboth, Delaware.

Jaye Knutson
Arts Advocacy in Dance Pedagogy

Jaye Knutson, Professor of Dance at Towson University, directs the PreK-12 Dance Certification Program at Towson
University. She has labored continuously for the inclusion of dance curriculum in public schools throughout the State of
Maryland that is delivered by state certified dance educators. Professor Knutson teaches modern dance, early childhood
pedagogy and gender studies in dance in the BFA in Dance Performance and Choreography. In 2000, Professor Knutson
received the first National Endowment for the Arts grant awarded to Towson University for Moving America, a 4-year
multimedia and professional development initiative infusing dance into classroom curriculum by pairing classroom
teachers with dance specialists. Professor Knutson is a Certified Movement Analyst, holds an MA in Dance from the
University of Hawaii, Manoa and a BS in Dance Education from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
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Linda Krakaur
Global Experiences and Arts Education

Dr. Linda Krakaur’s 30 year career in education includes classroom teacher, professor, and international consultant.
Through her graduate studies at Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland and doctoral work at the University of MD, Linda has
developed high quality arts-based practices focused on inquiry, creativity, critical thinking, and cultural competence. Dr.
Krakaur has presented her inquiry-based method locally, nationally, and at international conferences in Paris and Hong
Kong. She has contributed to the growth of best practices in the state as the former Curriculum Director for the
Maryland Centers for Creative Classrooms and as a writer for the national Theater Standards. Dr. Krakaur currently
works as an independent consultant supporting school systems and arts organizations in developing programs focused
on social justice, multicultural curriculum, and high quality arts-based projects. She maintains a position with Trinity
College in Dublin, Ireland where she supervises graduate students and leads an Education Abroad course for U.S.
educators and teaching artists each summer. Dr. Krakaur is committed to making 21st Century Teaching and Learning
more than a talking point, but a pedagogical practice that optimizes every learner’s assets and ways of knowing the
world.

Elizabeth Johnson Levine
Becoming Rapid Responders: A Conversation About Art & Resilience
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Elizabeth Johnson Levine (EJ) Associate Artistic Director at Dance Exchange, is a choreographer, dancer, and educator
with a focus in socially engaged dance practices. Johnson connects communities through choreography, creating dance
that promotes civic dialogue, and designing participatory experiences that apply artistic practices in multiple contexts.
She has a particular interest in working with youth and elders, developing embodied structures for science learning, and
promoting leadership development through the arts.
Johnson holds a B.A. in Dance with a minor in Theater from Connecticut College and a M.F.A. from Arizona State
University. She has taught and performed internationally, and was the Associate Artistic Director of the Liz Lerman
Dance Exchange for over a decade. At Arizona State University she worked with an interdisciplinary team to create new
curricula in socially engaged practices and then was immersed in arts integration while living in Chicago, working with
Hubbard Street Dance’s Community Programs and with the Arts Integration Mentorship project at Columbia College
Chicago. Elizabeth is presently the Co-Director (with Nik Zaleski) of CounterAct a campus wide arts based initiative for
Sexual Violence prevention at Arizona State University, is teaching at American University, and is an Associate Artistic
Director and Director of Partnerships at Dance Exchange.

Randi Levy
Achieving a High Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Arts Education for Youth
Randi Levy is a Roberto Clemente Middle School Music Teacher who teaches a course called “Rock Band.”

Miriam Machado-Luces
See DigiEd

Dr. Tom McHugh
If You Build It, They Will Come

Dr. Tom McHugh, Banjo Man, is a local Kent County independent artist who has performed concerts of the Chesapeake
in the USA, England, Ireland and Hungary. He was a “Fulbrighter of the Year” scholar in Hungary in 1991. Dr. McHugh has
since founded the Mainstay in Rock Hall, which is a non-profit center for the arts and has presented nearly 2,000
concerts between 1995 and the present. He has been a performer since the age of eight under the venues of voice,
harmonica, banjo, and the trumpet. He currently serves as the facilitator for fine arts for Kent County Public Schools.
43

#MDArtsSummit2019

Antoinette McLeod
See Artivate

Maureen McNeill
Partnerships in Development

Maureen McNeill, CFRE, is the Director of Development at Olney Theatre Center and has extensive experience in
fundraising, education and journalism. In development, she has served organizations from diverse disciplines including
the arts, higher education and health care. Among her other fundraising achievements, she assembled and facilitated a
cohort of university leaders, staff and volunteers from an array of otherwise competing programs, who successfully
collaborated to raise $1 million for an Endowment Partnership Campaign. Maureen is an author and educator, and has
engaged large and small groups in discussing topics such as CrossCultural Communications; Developing a Mission-Based
Culture; and Public Speaking; she has led panel discussions and workshops on these and other subjects. A Washington,
DC native, Maureen lived for several years on Maryland’s Eastern Shore and is delighted to be back home again in the
DC area where she spends as much time as possible in theaters (stage and screen), galleries and outdoors
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Jennifer Merritt
Website 101: For A&E Districts and Similar Organizations

Jennifer Merritt serves as the Arts & Entertainment District Coordinator of the Crisfield Arts & Entertainment District,
and submitted the Crisfield A & E District application. She holds a B.S. in Biology and an M. S. in Environmental Science
and Policy through George Mason University. Her experience includes organizing many large fundraising events in
former roles including the Aquarium Curator at the Delmarva Discovery Center and while serving as the Executive
Director for the Pocomoke Chamber of Commerce. In both of these roles she worked closely with artists to organize
large events, some lasting multiple days and attended by up to 3,000 people. In addition, Jen has experience managing
grant applications and grant reporting through her former position as the Technical Coordinator for the Maryland
Coastal Bays Program and her current position as Circuit Rider for the Cities of Pocomoke and Crisfield, funded through a
Department of Housing and Community Development Circuit Rider grant. Jen Merritt worked closely with experienced
website developer and professional musician Jennifer Smith (nakedblue.com) to develop the website CrisfieldArts.org
for the Crisfield A & E District, as well as to develop this presentation.

Heather Messick
See Accokeek Academy

Sonya Michel
See ArtWatch
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Monique Midgette
Building Art Through Consensus Organizing: A Case Study on Huckleberry Finn’s Big River

Monique Midgette is a director, a produced playwright, and a professional singer/actor/dancer. In her theatrical career,
she was also an agent, a casting director, and currently owns a performing arts studio in Hyattville, MD. Her performing
credits include the original Broadway productions of The Civil War, Marie Christine, and Seussical the Musical. She
toured the U.S. with the Broadway production of The Lion King, and originated lead roles in the casts of the Disney
Cruise Line and Hong Kong Disneyland’s Festival of The Lion King. In 2018-19, Monique was a member of the inaugural
cohort of Assistant Director for People of Color Fellows at Adventure Theatre, serving as the assistant director for the
world premiere commission of Huckleberry Finn’s Big River with director Michael Baron. Her favorite local credits
include The Wiz at Ford’s Theatre, The Women of Brewster Place at Arena Stage (Helen Hayes nominee), Children of
Eden at Ford’s Theatre, the world premiere of Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory at the Kennedy Center, and
Beehive at Toby’s Theatre (Helen Hayes nominee). She recently directed Ain’t Misbehavin at Toby’s Dinner Theatre and
will direct Adventure Theatre MTC’s student summer stock production of Seussical in the summer of 2019.

Cassandra Miller
Marketing Insights

Cassandra Miller is a publicist, journalist, marketer, and producer. She most recently was the Managing Director of
Motor House in the Station North Arts District in Baltimore. Her more than 10 years of professional experience have
been focused on public relations and/or journalism in the arts and nonprofit sectors through roles as Public Relations
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Manager of Baltimore Center Stage, Entertainment Editor of The Washington Post-Express, Content and Publications
Manager of Visit Baltimore, Digital Communications Editor of the Greater Baltimore Committee, and the Founder and
Editor in Chief of The Scene, an alt-weekly focused on arts and culture in Upstate NY. She is a freelance writer, editor
and marketing consultant for visual and performing arts clients in Baltimore, DC, and New York City through her agency,
CultuRally Communications. She writes for Baltimore magazine, Baltimore Fishbowl, BmoreArt, DC Metro Theater Arts,
The Washington Post, Visit Baltimore and the GBCA. She has a B.S. degree in journalism with a minor in art history from
Boston University.

Captain Moira McGuire
Arts as Healing for Veterans and Active Duty Military Personnel
Captain Moira G. McGuire is a nurse officer with the US Public Health Service nurse and currently serves as Division
Chief of Ancillary Services and Lead for Integrative Health & Wellness at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center.
She has worked extensively with health disparities in behavioral health and oncology settings and used her skills to craft
and enhance the care of our country’s wounded, ill and injured service members as the Program Manager of Warrior
Clinic. Captain McGuire is the daughter of an opera singer/voice teacher father and pianist/painter/playwright mother
who studied Irish Dance, ballet, piano, violin, flute and harp. She is the founder of the annual Healing Arts Exhibit at
Walter Reed and a founding member of the PHS Choral Ensemble and the National Initiative for Arts & Health in the
Military. The focus of her professional work lies in the belief that creativity and expression are not only essential
elements in the treatment of illness and injury, but in the prevention of them as well.

John Mulherin
Baltimore’s One Book Program

John Mulherin is a veteran social studies and special educator at Baltimore Lab School. He regularly uses arts
integration and project based learning in the classroom. He holds a Master’s Degree in Education and Advanced
Professional Certificates in teaching. John has presented at the Maryland Association of Nonpublic Special Education
Facilities and National Association of Independent Schools conferences.
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Neena Narayanan
“We Have What We Need Right Here: The Creative Community Inventory”

Neena Narayanan is Marketing Director for Joe’s Movement Emporium in Brentwood. She works closely with Joe's
management team to maintain, develop and improve the Joe’s brand through maintaining and updating the website,
enews, social media and print collateral.

Anuradha Nehru
An Introduction to Kuchipudi

Anuradha Nehru is the founder/artistic director of the Kalanidhi Dance School and Company. An award-winning
Kuchipudi dancer, teacher, and choreographer, Anuradha has taught for over twenty-five years in the U.S. Many of her
students have become outstanding young classical dancers and are now dancing professionally. As a choreographer,
Anuradha strives to find new ways to create relevant works that connect with contemporary audiences. She believes in
staying true to the depth and beauty of Kuchipudi while pushing its boundaries to explore new avenues of creative
expression. Her ability to transcend artistic genres is best exemplified through her artistic collaborations. Her 2013,
2014, and 2018 collaborations with Opera Lafayette in Lalla Roukh, Les Fetes de L’Hymen et de L’Amour, and The
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Enchanted Forest, were praised for blending Kuchipudi seamlessly with the operatic action. Other major works include,
Rasa, Bhagmati, Why We Dance, Poetry of Love, and Bhoomi, which was commissioned by the Kennedy Center.
Anuradha’s work is supported by Montgomery County, the State of Maryland, and the NEA. She has been recognized by
the Governor of Maryland for her service to the arts and has received the Montgomery County Executive’s Outstanding
Artist Award for Excellence in the Arts and Humanities.

Abby Neyenhouse
Pathways in the field of art and design
Abby Neyenhouse is the Director for Center for Creative Citizenship at MICA where she oversees MICA’s communitybased partnerships and educational programming, including serving as the coordination lead at MICA for the BDS/MICA
partnership group. The new Center for Creative Citizenship is a part of MICA’s strategic plan to integrate DEIG (diversity,
equity, inclusion and globalization), democratic education and civic action, as well as community engagement and
Baltimore bridge-building, throughout the institution.

Tim Nohe
UMBC Public Tour: Work-in-Progress Hard Hat Tour

CIRCA Director Timothy Nohe is an artist, composer and educator engaging traditional and electronic media in civic life
and public places. His work has been focused upon sustainability and place, and musical and video works for dance and
live performance.
Nohe has exhibited and performed his work in a range of national and international venues. He was the recipient of a
2006 Fulbright Senior Scholar Award from the Australian – American Fulbright Commission, and was awarded the
Commission’s 2011 Fulbright Alumni Initiative Grant. Nohe has been the recipient of five Maryland State Arts Council
Awards, and a Creative Baltimore Award. A 2011 National Endowment for the Arts and William G. Baker Fund “Our
Town Project – Creative Placemaking” grant supported his My Station North: Sounds Surrounding Us through the Station
North Arts and Entertainment District.
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Nohe currently serves on the editorial board of the international journal, Unlikely, which is based in Melbourne,
Australia and is a Professor of Visual Arts at UMBC. Collaborating with choreographer Sofie Clemmensen, he will debut a
dance score at the Kennedy Center in October of 2019.

OrchKids Brass Band
Featured Performer

The OrchKids Brass Band at Booker T. Washington Middle School is a high octane, innovative ensemble inspired by the
traditions of New Orleans bands with a signature Baltimore twist. The ensemble was founded in the Fall of 2016 by
OrchKids Program Managers Khandeya Sheppard and Mollie Westbrook and Teaching Artist/Booker T. Washington Band
Director Jared Perry. The mission of the Brass Band is to perform original works of music composed collectively by
students of all ability levels to as many audiences as possible. The Brass Band has performed at the Baltimore
Monument Lighting, the Meyerhoff Symphony Hall, the Library of Congress, and other high-profile events in the DMV
area.

Laura Parkhurst
Baltimore’s One Book Program
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Laura Parkhurst is an arts administrator at Baltimore Lab School. She supports staff and faculty in designing arts
integrated lessons and facilitates school-wide programming and professional learning in arts integration and arts
enhanced instruction. She holds a Master’s Degree in Special Education and Advanced Professional Certificates in art
education, special education and elementary education. Laura has presented at the Maryland Art Education Association
Conference, and was a guest speaker for undergraduate education students at Loyola University, Maryland and for
teaching artists at Baltimore Center Stage.

Dana Parsons
Traditional and Nontraditional Support for Independent Artists

Dana is a highly experienced performer, director, and master teacher. Her career in the arts began as a member of the
Professional Acting Company for Clear Space Theatre in 2004. For the past 11 years, she has taught and/or established
performing arts classes and programs to students and adults of all ages and levels, specializing in honesty and excellence
of craft. She has performed and/or directed over 100 performance pieces (theatre, vocal, movement) on the east coast
as well as abroad, including Puerto Rico, Italy, and England. Most recently, Dana worked as a Master Teacher for the
Maryland State Department of Education, providing professional development opportunities across the state in arts
education and integration as well as the Community Engagement Coordinator and Theatre Instructor/Director at the
Performing & Visual Arts Magnet Program within the Office of Advanced Studies and Programs of Anne Arundel County
Public Schools.
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C. Ryan Patterson
A Public Art conversation: Challenges and Opportunity

C. Ryan Patterson is an artist and arts administrator based in Baltimore Maryland. A graduate of the Maryland Institute
College of Art (General Sculptural Studies, BFA, 2006), Ryan has developed and curated a number of independent public
art programs in Baltimore City communities and parks including Art on the Gwynns Falls Trail, Big Draw in the Dell, and
Porch Puppet Block Party. In 2013, he was selected to be the inaugural community artist in residence for the Kentucky
School of Art and alongside students created the Smoketown Social Club. Ryan has served as the Public Art
Administrator for the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts since 2013. In this role he manages the operations of
Baltimore's Percent for Art Program and acts as primary staff to the mayoral appointed Public Art Commission which
oversees the public art fund and the care and management of the public art collection. In 2016 he assisted in the
formation of the Special Commission to Review Confederate monuments, and contributed to the report issued by the
Commission in 2017. Ryan lives and makes artwork with his wife who is a high-school visual art educator, and his two
sons in the Better Waverly neighborhood of Baltimore.

Jared Perry
Achieving a High Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Arts Education for Youth
Jared Perry is a Booker T Washington Middle School Instrumental Music Teacher and a Baltimore Symphony OrchKids
Teaching Artist.

Dr. Deborah Pierce-Fakunle
DiscoverME/RecoverME
Mama Deborah is Co-Founder and Facilitator of DiscoverME/RecoverME, Griot-in-Residence at the National Great
Blacks in Wax Museum, Mama Deborah is a Life Member of the National Association of Black Storytellers, a Life Member
of the Griots' Circle of Maryland, and an Instructor-Mentor in the Growing Griots' Literacy Learning Program. A
community ARTivist, Mama Deborah co-created and hosted "The Talking Drum" on Maryland Public Television and
created Mama Talk (the Afropella Griot and the Dance Griot).
52

#MDArtsSummit2019

Larry Pittman
See Believe in Music

Kate Porter
Pathways in the Field of Art and Design Education
Kate Porter is the Director of Youth Programs at the Maryland Institute College of Art and the administrative lead on the
MICA Art and Design College Accelerator Program (ADCAP) that provides a pathway to high-quality art and design
education for Baltimore City students who face financial challenges and are from diverse backgrounds. Kate is a MICA
Alum with a BFA in Photography and MAT in Art Education. Kate was previously a public school art teacher at Towson
High School and assistant principal for the Baltimore Design School during its founding.

Zach Powers
Share the Story of your Art

Zach Powers is a native of Savannah, Georgia, and lives and writes in Arlington, Virginia. His novel, First Cosmic Velocity,
is coming in August 2019 from Putnam, and his debut story collection, Gravity Changes, won the BOA Short Fiction Prize
and was published in 2017 by BOA Editions. His prose and exactly one poem have appeared in such journals as American
Short Fiction, Black Warrior Review, The Conium Review, Forklift, Ohio, PANK, the Tin House blog, and elsewhere. He cofounded the literary arts nonprofit Seersucker Live. He led the writers’ workshop at the Flannery O’Connor Childhood
Home for eight years. His writing for television won an Emmy, and he was a columnist for Savannah Morning News. He is
Director of Communications for The Writer's Center in Bethesda, Maryland, edits The Writer's Guide, and teaches
writing at Northern Virginia Community College. Zach is represented by Annie Bomke Literary Agency.

Carien Quiroga
See Artivate
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Amelia Rambissoon
Marketing for Nonprofits

Amelia Rambissoon is a Baltimore native who studied Strategic Public Relations and Integrated Communications and Art
at Towson University, and is currently the Marketing and Communications Manager at the Maryland State Arts Council.
Prior to her position at MSAC, Amelia was the Executive Director of the Station North Arts & Entertainment District. She
has also previously worked in marketing through the Historic Charles Street Association, Charles Street Development
Corporation, and Central Baltimore Partnership to promote and revitalize the Charles Street corridor.

Erica Bondarev Rapach
Becoming Rapid Responders: A Conversation About Art & Resilience

Erica Bondarev Rapach is Associate Executive Director for The Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center at the University of
Maryland, where she is responsible for initiating and cultivating strategic partnerships to connect with campus and
community while building access to the arts. She has held that position since August of 2014 and was previously Director
of Marketing & Communications at The Clarice where, since 2009, she oversaw media relations, advertising, promotions,
and guest experience.
Erica came to The Clarice from the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, where she helped launch the BSO at Strathmore’s
marketing campaign, spearheaded the redesign of the orchestra’s website and initiated its digital marketing strategy.
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A violinist by hobby, Erica played with the Volgograd Symphony Orchestra while a Peace Corps volunteer in Russia and
initiated a first-ever U.S. tour for the group. It was there she learned that arts administration was her true calling. She
completed American University’s Arts Management Graduate program and has now returned to the program as an
adjunct professor, teaching Marketing the Arts. Erica received her Bachelor's degree in International Studies and Russian
Language & Literature with a minor in music from Illinois Wesleyan University.
Erica founded her own personal branding company, Restyle with Erica, in 2017 after working as an image consultant for
Kristel Closets for 5 years. She is married to a fellow arts administrator, has two daughters, and is fluent in Russian. Erica
finds stillness and purpose on her yoga mat.

Pamela Reid
See Artivate

Seema Reza
Lessons from a Poet

Seema Reza is the author of the poetry collection A Constellation of Half-Lives and the memoir When the World Breaks
Open. Seema has led writing workshops within correctional facilities, military and civilian hospitals, elementary and
secondary schools, and universities. She is the Executive Director of Community Building Art Works, a unique arts
organization that encourages the use of the arts as a tool for narration, self-care and socialization among a military
population struggling with emotional and physical injuries. Reza’s work with veterans is featured in the 2018 HBO
documentary We Are Not Done Yet. In 2015 she was awarded the Col John Gioia Patriot Award by the USO of
Metropolitan Washington-Baltimore for her work with service members. An alumnus of Goddard College and VONA, she
has had writing online and in print in Bellevue Literary Review, The LA Review, The Feminist Wire, The Offing, and
Entropy among others.
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Dr. Scott Rieker
Strategic Risk Taking in the Classroom

Director of Choral Activities and Choral Music Education at Frostburg State University, Dr. Scott Rieker received his
doctorate in Choral Music at the University of Southern California (USC). Prior to coming to FSU, he served as the Artistic
Director for the Torrance (California) Civic Chorale and Treasurer of the Santa Monica Youth Orchestra, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit providing free music lessons and ensemble experiences to underserved youth. Before his work in Southern
California, Rieker earned a master’s degree in Choral Conducting from the University of Nebraska–Lincoln. Prior to
attending UNL, Rieker taught music in the Des Moines (Iowa) Public Schools for eight years at the elementary, middle,
and high school levels. An active composer and arranger, with his works performed by choirs around the world and a
composition published with Santa Barbara Music Publishing, Rieker studied composition with Drs. Morten Lauridsen and
Veronika Krausas, among others. He is now a Past-President of the Iowa Music Educators Association (IMEA) and
engaged in groundbreaking research on the implementation of strategic risk-taking in the choral ensemble. Rieker
directs the Frostburg State Chamber Singers, the University Chorale, the Vocal Jazz Ensemble, teaches conducting and
coursework in music education, as well as student-teacher supervision.

Xiomara Rivera
See Cultura Plenera

Crystal Rivera
See Cultura Plenera

Judy Rollins
Arts as Healing for Veterans and Active Duty Military Personnel
Judy Rollins, PhD, RN, brings 30 years of arts and healthcare experience in research, consulting, program development,
and education. She is a registered nurse with a BFA in the visual arts, an MS in child development and family studies, a
PhD in health and community studies, and a Certificate in Evaluation Practice from The Evaluators’ Institute, George
Washington University, Washington, DC. Dr. Rollins has developed programming for adults, children, families, and
healthcare staff in hospitals, hospice care, and the community. Among the local arts programs she has developed are
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Allies in the Arts for Wounded Warriors at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, ART is the heART for children and families
in hospice care, and Studio G, an artists–inresidence program in pediatrics at Georgetown University Hospital. She is
adjunct assistant professor in the Department of Family Medicine with a secondary appointment in the Department
Pediatrics at Georgetown University School of Medicine, Washington, DC. Author of over 100 publications, Dr. Rollins is
editor for Pediatric Nursing and North America regional editor for the Society for the Arts in Healthcare’s Arts & Health:
An International Journal for Research, Policy and Practice. In addition to book of the year awards from the American
Journal of Nursing and Pediatric Nursing, Dr. Rollins is the recipient of the International Society of Nurses in Cancer Care
Research Award, Johnson & Johnson/Society for the Arts in Healthcare Partnership to Promote Arts and Healing Award,
National Science Foundation Scholarship, and The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership Travel Award.

JW Rone
Arts as Healing for Veterans and Active Duty Military Personnel

JW Rone, is the director of veterans initiatives at the Institute for Integrative Health. With 30 years of experience in the
arts, he has been a theater artist, director, and producer focusing on arts in education, and served as a board member,
volunteer, and employee for nonprofit arts organizations. A proud Vietnam veteran, JW worked in the Special Services
Division of the United States Army while stationed in Korea, where he directed plays and ran the entertainment center
on base. He produced and directed soldier shows, and performed USO style shows for active duty soldiers in the combat
zone while touring in Korea, Thailand, and Vietnam. Prior to joining the Institute, JW was the executive director of the
Beaufort Arts Council (BAC)–formerly referred to as Arts Council of Beaufort County (ACBC) – in Beaufort, South
Carolina. He's most proud of the concept, design, and execution of ARTworks: Community Art Center and Arts Incubator,
which was dedicated to creating accessible art space for artists and the greater Beaufort County community.
JW has toured nationally and internationally, performing, directing, and producing theater works with community youth
and adults. He spent many years as a street performer, presenting his special brand of New Vaudeville from London to
Paris and Munich to Amsterdam. JW is an excellent blues harp player; when he’s not connecting our nation’s veterans
with exceptional art resources in the region, you can find him teaching and playing his unique style of music for anyone
who will listen.
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Jann Rosen-Queralt
Contemporary Public Art Infrastructure Projects

Jann Rosen-Queralt is an independent artist, Director of the Rinehart School of Sculpture at the Maryland Institute
College of Art (MICA) and three-time MSAC visual art Individual Artist Awardee. Her focus is on environmental sculpture
and public art, integrating the diverse fabric of urban areas and maintaining ecological sensitivity while revealing the
character or locale of the site. A sample of her award-winning public art commissions include a rain garden at Powhatan
Springs Park, Arlington, VA.; a sound garden in Charlotte, NC., a kinetic sculpture celebrating the influent and effluent at
the Brightwater Wastewater Treatment facility and a temporary immersive sculpture for internationally acclaimed light
festival, Light City, in Baltimore, MD. Current projects stem from her underwater photography and content generated
from a Smithsonian Artist Research Fellowship on the biological habits of mid-water and near-coastal marine creatures.

Laura Roulet
See ArtWatch

Claire Schwadron
See Artivate

Leon Seemann
Building Art Through Consensus Organizing: A Case Study on Huckleberry Finn’s Big River
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Leon Seemann is recognized as an expert in non-profit management has come home to the theatre after stepping away
for ten years to spend more time with his children. A Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE), he has spent the past 20
years helping non-profits grow by ensuring they are “Well Funded, Well Managed, and Well Respected.” He has helped
over a hundred non-profits in diverse fields including arts, education, Jewish community, associations, youth, geriatric,
and economic empowerment. Leon is a lifelong believer in the power of theatre to change young people’s lives. He
worked at Center Stage in Baltimore for a year after college before taking a year abroad. He returned to work at Studio
Theatre in DC, where he served as General Manager and helped to almost double the size of the company over 8 years.
Leon was hired as the Managing Director of Adventure Theatre in June of 2017. In this short period of time he has
worked closely with Artistic Director Michael Bobbitt to restructure the ATMTC Academy, navigate an extensive rebuild
from an electrical fire at the theatre, and launch a comprehensive Diversity Initiative to literally change the face of the
organization.

Ping Shen
The Art of Chinese Brush Painting

Ping Shen is a trained artist who specializes in using traditional Chinese Gongbi painting techniques to create
contemporary artwork inspired by her rich life experiences in China and America. Using various brush sizes and shapes
on Chinese rice paper, her expressive watercolors feature portraits, figures, animals and flowers. Ping’s work builds a
bridge between traditional and contemporary by showcasing ancient painting techniques and mediums in a modern and
simply beautiful way. She creates artwork that evokes feelings of happiness and pleasant emotion.
Ping earned her MFA in China and currently lives and works in in the United States in Annapolis, Maryland. Her works
have been exhibited nationwide in China since 2007, and appeared on the national art stage in the United States in
2013.
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Alec Simpson
Contemporary Public Art Infrastructure Projects

Alec Simpson currently serves as Countywide Arts Coordinator for the Arts and Cultural Heritage Division of the Prince
George's County Department of Parks and Recreation/ Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission. In this
position, he manages public art projects and supervises the Visual Arts Program for the Department. He also represents
the Parks and Recreation Department on the Prince George’s County Public Art Review Panel for new construction and
renovation projects of County buildings.
In addition, Alec Simpson continues to actively pursue his avocation as a visual artist and maintains a studio in the
Gateway Arts District of Mount Rainier, Maryland in Prince George’s County, creating digital works and mixed media
works on paper.
Mr. Simpson holds a Bachelor of Music and a Master of Fine Arts degree from Southern Methodist University in Dallas,
Texas, a Master of Business Administration degree from the University of the District of Columbia and has undertaken
managerial coursework at George Washington University and at the Harvard Business School, Boston, Massachusetts.
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Ken Skrzesz
Creative Process and Community Engagement, & Leading a Strategic Planning Process

Ken Skrzesz has served as the Executive Director of the Maryland State Arts Council since 2017, emphasizing procedural
equity as the path toward quality arts experiences for all Maryland residents. From 2014-2017, Ken was the Coordinator
of Fine Arts for the Maryland State Department of Education, where he shared his vision of creativity and collaboration
as the driving forces of success for all students. Ken has designed and implemented arts education and professional
development programs in numerous locations through standards development, curriculum writing, and assessment. His
knowledge of all art forms, with a special emphasis of developing the creative and collaborative processes, has allowed
him to build successful community partnerships, donor development campaigns, and student recruitment programs
with a special emphasis on serving economically challenged and culturally underserved populations. Ken is an active
master teacher of acting and dance throughout the United States. He has served as the Performing and Visual Arts
Magnet Teacher Specialist for Anne Arundel County Public Schools, the Executive Director of the Clear Space Theatre
Company and Kinetics Dance Theatre, and the Director of Student Life for the School of American Ballet. Long-term
teaching posts include the Carver Center for Arts and Technology, Goucher College, Southwest Missouri State University,
and the University of North Carolina. Ken’s former students have appeared on television (MAD MEN, SCANDAL, WILL
AND GRACE), Broadway (MAMMA, MIA!, CHICAGO, THE WILD PARTY, SOUTH PACIFIC, THE LION KING, HAIRSPRAY, THE
BOOK OF MORMON), and appear in numerous professional regional theatre and dance companies, movies, and national
tours. Ken has danced, sung, acted, choreographed and directed both nationally and internationally. He earned his
Master of Fine Arts in dance from the University of North Carolina-Greensboro where he performed with the dance,
opera, and theatre departments. He is a native Baltimorean where he received his Bachelor of Fine Arts from Towson
State University. Ken’s recognitions include the Baltimore Mayor’s Award for Distinguished Service in the Arts,
distinguished alumni awards from Towson State University and from the University of North Carolina, a choreography
commission from the National Endowment of the Arts, and multiple choreography awards from the Maryland State Arts
Council. Ken is a member of Actors’ Equity Association and the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers. In 2016,
Ken received the National Dance Education Association’s Outstanding Advocate and Champion of Dance Education
award and in 2017 Ken received the Performing Arts Advocate of the Year award from the Scarborough Foundation.

Juanita Smallwood
See Accokeek Academy
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Amanda Smit-Peters
The Art of Organizing Art Walks & Recurring Monthly Events

Amanda Smit-Peters is the manager of Highlandtown Main Street, a program of the Southeast CDC and Baltimore Main
Streets. Highlandtown is a nationally designated Main Street and state designated Arts & Entertainment District. In her
role as Main Street Manager she oversees the commercial revitalization of the Highlandtown commercial district and
coordinates projects, initiatives and events with community partners, business owners and neighborhood volunteers.
She has worked in Southeast Baltimore for 12 years. Before joining the Southeast CDC she was the Community Outreach
Coordinator at the Enoch Pratt Free Library. She holds a MA in Community Arts from the Maryland Institute College of
Art and BS in Visual Communication Design from Stevenson University. Amanda has also provided graphic design
services for businesses, non-profits and events throughout Baltimore.

Joel Snyder, PhD
Fundamentals of Audio Description

Dr. Joel Snyder is known internationally as one of the world’s first “audio describers,” a pioneer in the field of Audio
Description, a translation of visual images to vivid language for the benefit, primarily, of people who are blind or have a
vision impairment. Since 1981, he has introduced audio description techniques in over 40 states and 60 countries and
has made hundreds of live events, media projects and museums accessible. The American Council of the Blind published
Dr. Snyder’s book, The Visual Made Verbal – A Comprehensive Training Manual and Guide to the History and
Applications of Audio Description, now available as an audio book voiced by Dr. Snyder, in screen reader accessible
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formats, and in English, Polish, Russian and Portuguese. Dr. Snyder is the President of Audio Description Associates, LLC
(www.audiodescribe.com) and he serves as the Director of the Audio Description Project of the American Council of the
Blind (www.acb.org/adp). Dr. Snyder is a member of Actors’ Equity Association and AFTRA-SAG and a 20-year veteran of
work as a director and arts specialist at the National Endowment for the Arts. His PhD in audiovisual translation is from
the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona.

Jess Solomon
Making Space for Critical Connections: Lessons from the Baltimore Artist Retreat

Jess Solomon serves as the Senior Program Officer at the Robert W. Deutsch Foundation. In her role she is sharpening
the Deutsch Foundation’s grant making strategies, developing new programmatic initiatives, and deepening institutional
knowledge to ensure maximum impact in Baltimore. Prior, Jessica served as Principle at Art in Praxis - a national
consultancy applying creative practice to organizational development. There she tailored hundreds of capacity building
initiatives to the needs of cultural institutions, municipalities, networks, and community based groups across the US that
addressed issues of equity, resource development, and engagement.

Kaylee Stoneham
See Accokeek Academy
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Vincent E. Thomas
Becoming Rapid Responders: A Conversation About Arts & Resilience

Vincent E. Thomas, dancer, choreographer and teacher, received his MFA in Dance from Florida State University and a
BME in Music from the University of South Carolina. He has danced with Dance Repertory Theatre (FSU), Randy James
Dance Works (NY/NJ), EDGEWORKS Dance Theater (DC), and Liz Lerman Dance Exchange (MD). His choreography has
been presented at various national and international venues including DUMBO Festival (NY), Velocity Festival (DC),
Modern Moves Festival (DC), Philly Fringe (PA), Edinburgh Fringe Festival (UK-Scotland), Barcelona and Madrid, Spain,
Avignon, France, Athens, Greece, Bari, Italy, Copenhagen, Denmark, and Taipei. He received rave reviews for his
performance of “Come Change” (2012) and “iWitness” (2014) in the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland. Vincent was
the Movement Coach/Choreographer for Everyman Theater’s Brother’s Size by Tarell Alvin McCraney in Baltimore, MD
(2012) and Mosaic Theatre’s Unexplored Interior by Jay Sander in Washington, DC (2015). He is the Artistic
Director/Choreographer of the national touring What’s Going On project. Vincent was awarded the 2011-2012 Towson
University Student Government Association Faculty Member of the Year, a 2014-2015 NextLook Artist for the University
of Maryland College Park and Joe’s Movement Emporium, a 2012-13 American Dance Institute Incubator Artist (MD), a
2016 Baker Artist Award finalist, and the 2017 Pola Nirenska Award for Outstanding Achievement in Dance (DC). He is an
Urban Bush Women BOLD Facilitator, faculty member for the UBW Summer Institutes (NY), and Professor of Dance at
Towson University (MD).
His multi-dimensional company VTDance builds on the use of contemporary dance, improvisation, text/ movement, a
variety of sound sources, and collaborations with other artists, including dancers, musicians, poets, visual artists, and
others [to be discovered]. These ideas coupled with witty, poignant, athletic and gestural movement are the rich palette
for VTDance. www.vtdance.org

Sabrina Thornton
Traditional and Nontraditional Support for Independent Artists
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Prior to joining the T. Rowe Price Foundation, Sabrina Thorton worked as an arts fundraiser for 10+ years, focused
primarily on Institutional Giving for regional theater. She has previously worked for Baltimore Center Stage, Woolly
Mammoth Theatre Company, Cornerstone Theater Company, Odyssey Theatre Ensemble, and Horizon Theatre, and has
helped raise over $20 million over the course of her fundraising career. She has also worked as an actress, director,
producer, and production manager in cities across the US including Los Angeles, Atlanta, Indianapolis, Baltimore, and
Tallahassee.

Scott S. Turner
Inclusion in the Classroom

Scott S. Turner is the Access Coordinator for Imagination Stage. There he coordinates with teaching artists, families and
fellow staff members to support exceptional learners in all of Imagination Stage’s programming. He has been a teaching
artist for nearly nine years, and the majority of his work has been in dance and creative movement with exceptional
learners. Before coming to work full-time with Imagination Stage, Scott worked as a Behavioral Interventionist for at-risk
and emotionally disturbed students in the Washinton DC area. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Theatrical Performance
from Frostburg State University. In his spare time, Scott performs professionally and enjoys training for and racing
triathlon.
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Rachel Valsing
Community Building through Professional Development

Serving as VP Programs for the Maryland Art Education Association for the past four years, Rachel Valsing designs
professional learning for art teachers and students throughout Maryland and leads committee of educators across the
state in planning workshops. Rachel is an art teacher and department chair in Baltimore County, where she has been
working since graduation from the Maryland Institute, College of Art in 2007. To support a strong arts community, she
has facilitated numerous student led projects like murals, art exhibits, and performances. Bringing professional
experience to the art room is a passion. Through lessons, artist talks, and residencies, she strives to connect the work of
practicing artists to her students.

Dr. Vanessa Jackson Johnson
Embodiment of Social Justice: The Manifestation of Empathy and Equity in Urban Workspaces

Dr. Vanessa Jackson Johnson is an Associate Professor of Dance at Coppin State University. She received her Doctorate
in Educational Leadership from the University of Maryland, MFA in Choreography from Temple University, and MA in
Online Education from the University of Maryland. Her academic research explored urban teacher’s cultural disposition
towards students of color, focusing on empathy and equity in the classroom. She recently presented at American College
Dance Association at Meredith College, The Association for Contemplative Mind in Higher Education at University of
Massachusetts, and Maryland Art Education Association Conference at Maryland Institute, College of Arts, Baltimore
Rising Panel Discussion. Dr. Jackson Johnson is the Director of Daring Artists Making Noise (DAMN), a freelance dance
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company that speaks about and to current issues using spoken word, movement and music. Her most recent
choreographic project, “Women Speaking from the Soul” depicted the sexual misperceptions of Black and Brown
women in America. Her piece, “Speaking from My Soul” documented a journey of silence resulting from sexual abuse.
She incorporates mindful movement & meditation into her workshops and presentations. As a consultant, she offers
private and group yoga-dance, meditation and chakra balancing sessions. Contact her at vanessalorraine1@icloud.com
for more information.

Haowen Wang
Traditional and Nontraditional Support for Independent Artists

Haowen Wang is Program Officer, Performing Arts, at Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation, where he manages a roster of
MAAF’s longstanding regional touring grants. Previously, Haowen was Program Manager, Grants at Lower Manhattan
Cultural Council and spearheaded two major re-design processes of LMCC’s flagship regrant programs. Prior, Haowen
piloted a two-year funding program serving grassroots/traditional cultural groups in Manhattan’s Chinatown at Asian
American Arts Alliance. Haowen holds M.A. in Performance Studies at NYU and Certificate at Institute of Curatorial
Practices in Performance at Wesleyan University.

Anjali Wells
Responding to our World: Creating a Culturally Responsive Classroom Environment

Anjali Wells received her Bachelor's in Fine Arts and Masters of Art Education from the University of Maryland, College
Park. Anjali also has a Post Graduate Certificate in Equity and Excellence in Education from McDaniel College. She has
been a Highly Qualified Art Educator for Montgomery County Public Schools since 2013. In 2013 she developed an arts
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based mindfulness program for at risk elementary students which proved to reduce the number of office infractions of
participants. Anjali was the site coordinator and lead teaching artist for Explore, Create, Connect at Briggs Chaney
Middle School, a program made possible by a Trawick Foundation Grant that collaborated with Arts on the Block, Impact
Silver Spring, and Clancyworks Dance company to provide struggling students with arts based community engagement.
The program proved to improve participant’s self-esteem, sense of belonging in the school community, and ultimately
their attendance and GPA. In 2018 Anjali contributed to the MCPS art curriculum as a curriculum writer where she
focused on Social Justice topics and culturally responsive methods.

Ivy Wells
The Art of Organizing Art Walks & Recurring Monthly Events

Ivy Wells is the Economic and Community Development Director for the Town of Berlin. The Town of Berlin is a
designated Main Street Maryland Community and an Arts & Entertainment District. Ivy serves on the board directors for
the Community Development Network of Maryland, The Lower Eastern Shore Heritage Area Council, Assateague Island
Alliance and is a member of the group Tourism, Arts and Downtown Development (TADD). Ivy started her Economic
Development Career with the Town of Sykesville in 2007 where she helped implement the Maryland Main Street
program. She also started the Sykesville Facade Improvement Grant Program. Ivy earned her Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Maryland, College Park majoring in Journalism with a concentration in Marketing, Public Relations
and Advertising. Ivy’s love of music enticed her to get involved in the local music business. She started managing bands
which led to a position with Music Monthly Magazine and ultimately was hired as a Talent Agent with Starleigh
Entertainment. She has also worked in a variety of roles for Post-Newsweek Media. Ivy received several awards
including the MML Achievement Award twice and is a two-time winner of the Berlin Chamber of Commerce Bright Idea
Award.

Elizabeth Stuart Whitehead
Using Art to Teach Reading & Writing
Elizabeth Stuart Whitehead taught elementary art for nine years and was the content specialist for art, theatre, and
dance for Montgomery County Public Schools in Rockville, Maryland, for seven years. Currently, she is Visual Art
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Supervisor for Prince George’s County Public Schools in Maryland. She is also serves on the Research Commission for the
National Art Education Association (NAEA). She loves to find ways for children to use art to deepen their understanding
of other subjects and believes that all children can access the same level of understanding in different ways. Using art is
one such way.

Chuiyuen Yung (Cynthia)
An Intimate Moment with the Beijing Opera

Ms. Yung is one of the five founders of DC Beauty of Beijing Opera Ltd (DCBBO). She has practiced Beijing Opera for
almost 20 years. As a former journalist and current middle school teacher, she has devoted much time and effort to
raise awareness of Beijing Opera in non-Chinese communities in the greater Washington area. She has given many
performances in Hong Kong, Mainland China, Washington DC, Philadelphia, New York City, and other places. At DCBBO,
Cynthia plays the role of Corporate Secretary. She is also in charge of delivering workshops to non-Chinese
communities.
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Artists Bazaar Participants
Matt Achhammer
Can You Picture That - Photography by Matt Achhammer

Baltimore Youth Arts
Sarah Berger
Orange Scissor Art

Krystiana Bonheur
Gloria Garrett
Frankie Ghee
DBA Around the Piano

Kristin Helberg
Kristin Helberg Artworks

Elizabeth Hernandez
Eli Art Sparkle

Tara Holl
T.S.H.STUDIOS

Janice Horoschak
Abstract Couture

Liss Jackson
Erin-Melissa Jackson
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Jana'y Jackson
Jubilee Arts' Youth in Business
Wilson Kemp
Diana Kerns
Wood, Wool and Watercolor

Anthony LaVorgna
Josh Lohmeyer
LohmeyerPhoto

Jeremy Lyons
Pique Collective

Bonita Musser
BonitaArtwerks

Clare Nicholls
Leslie Olabisi
Leslie O Voice

LaToya Peoples
LDP Studio

Carol Petrucci
Joyce Ritz
Souly Joyce

Maforbeng Sanga
Jotted Illustrations
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Emily Smith
George F Spicka
Nicole Stokes
HGE Designs

Renee Taylor
Operation A.R.T.S.

Chris Wamsley
G.M. Webb
Ashley Willey
Ash Marbles
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